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The Lamad Book of Mission

Glossary

Revelation KnowledgeThis means the type of knowledge which is derived through the work of the
Holy Spirit through the eyes and ears of the heart. It does not come from a human source, but from
GKS {LANRG 2F / KNR&(GsQiritg K2 RgStfta Ay GKS / KNRAGAL

Rhema:This comes from the Greek woRlh ma t[Rhematos] which stands for the spoken word as
opposed to the written wotd 0 g fLsgos]. In revelation terms this is the word that is used again and
again in the New Testament when speaking of tlhe
read that we are listening to still speaking words. Rhema also stands for the voice of God which is
perceived as spontaneous thoughts or ideas which light upon our minds when the Holy Spirit
communicates with us through our hearts.

Lamad: is a Hebrew word wikth stands for a word of instruction to a learner or a disciple. In terms of
this book it means the way that the Old Testament prophets and Jesus and his Apostles learnt through
the direct discipléng, or apprenticing, of their hearts by the Spirit of Gibgtands for the way that
Christians go about mission activity as they live by the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit
showing them what God wants to do through them next, and what he wants to teach them next. The
key text in this regard is found imldn 5:19, 20; which tells us that Jesus never did anything unless he
saw fAhis Father doing ito. Hence ALamadd mi s|si
foll owing his Fatherods heart!

All other terms in the book are explained or self explanatotiié context in which #y are used.
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The Lamad Book of Mission

Chapter 1¢c A Revelation Based\pproach to Mission and Evangelism in Secularised Britain
Europe, Anerica

| have leen involved ifmission and evangelism to the so calledalmurched sector oBritish society

for the past 19 years. As | will discuss in the next chapter the facts about post modern Britain
demonstrate that contemporary British people have moved away from a view which has a Christ
centred world view toward a secularised rationaliam, or, an experiential search for meaning with
New Age Mysticisnor other ideological routesindeed humanism and rationalism in the British
church scene may be said to be widely embraced in the more liberally compromising established

denominations to alesser or greater extentL y G KS &2 OFffSR &GFNBS OKdzN

denominational the picture is mixed, and in the widely acclaimed restoration style churches there is
a definite heat to restore the church to itsiffst century revelation basedocnmunity lifef House
groups play a significant role in the social and relational basis for encouraging people to explore
spiritual experiences others are havifithe purpose of my dissertation is to frankly consider current
trends of Christian mission tritish secular culturand by extension raise issues and training needs
which can be transferred to other expressions of Western culture in Europe or North America,;
particularly in the light of what seems to ento be the New Testamémnodel,which to a geater or

lesser extent may be loosely labelled as coming from restorasion

My own experience of mission to seculan-churched society seems to agree notionally with the
statistics which indicate that between 4060% of people are completely waturchedin the United
Kingdom The great challenge which burns as a passion in my heart is to reach out to people so that
they may come to have a deep and intimatziprocal relationship with Jesus Christ through the
enabling of his Holy Spirit. Relationslaipd intimacy with the Gothead are the prime passions of

my own life as an unashamed charismatic evangelical Christian. And my experience has taught me
that the only type of evangelism that really works is that which is derived through the media of
revelaion knowledge. Paul writes to the Ephesians:

GL ySO@SNI OSrasS G2 3IAPS GKIyla F2N &2dzz NBYSY

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in
GKS 1y26f S8SRIAS 2F KAYE

ltcannotbeovelS YLIKI a AT SR GKI G tldzAZ Qa S@Iy3aStraiaad YAlaa

1y26tSRISP ¢KS O2yO08SLI 27T (KpSo KaNBAHOCALYBNY T 2 NJ

which translates as an fAuncovietr iinsg YPaiVprsgs teedt. hdi n g

the Christians who live in Ephesus might have the eyes and ears of their spiritual hearts opened so that
they may receive revelation knowleddgéhe only way that the people of Christ can be or become
people of Christ isfithey have their blinded spiritual eyes opened to see what Christ is doing in the

unseen supernatural world to all those who are blinded byothesa | | ed fi g o*dThi®is t hi|ls
based on sever al si mpl e f act speopl@and®savues pgaple. Salét! o ¢ k

us consider these factors:

! Walker, 1998: 129170
% Ephesians 1:16, 17 RSV
¥ Moulton, 1981:42

4 Ephesians 2:4
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The Lamad Book of Mission

1. Paul 6s own conversion experience set t he
evangelism and discipleship. He writes of his conversion experience on his way to
persecute Christians at Damascussfthilowing:

AnFor [ woul d have you know, bret hren, t
not mandés gospel, for | did not receiv
through arevelation of Jesus Christ For you have heard of my forméfe in
Judaism, how | persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it; and |
advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely
zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers. But when he who had set me apart
beforel was born, and had called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son
to me, in order that | might preach him among the Gentiles, | did not confer with flesh
and blood, nor did | go up to Jerusalémthose who were elders before me, but |

D

wentavay i nto Arabia; and &@gain | returned
The radical turn around in Paul d6s l,anflles stofy
disciples to himself becoming a discipls et t he whol e tenor of hijs
aboutCh i st into clear focus; for PPaTid Spifitlofr i st | i

Jesus comes into his very soul. Christ proves his reality through word and.Vsohneeds
no one in the first place to teach him anything but he departs to Aaabiallows Christ to

continue to reveal hi mself to Paul throughl t
living presence in him. To Paul there is only one way that evangelism can happen and that is
the same way that it happened for iilby @&t awvi ono; an uncoverihg

Jesus who is alive for evermore in the supernatural world o Gdte born a gain Christian,
who now possesses a new heart, makes continuous contact with Jesus by his Spirit in the
super natural world!

So a fist principle of New Testament Mission and Evangelism is that Christ is directly
involvedin still making disciples bylirect communication with them as his humble learners
through the eyes and ears of their new covenant hearts. Christ actually dwedsleepest
recesses of the new Christian heart and we are to live by intimate two way dialogical
communication and relationship with him. Consider how Paul pictures this reality:

AnAnd even if our gospel i s veiihgeldtheiri t i|s
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the likeness of God.
For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, widivesras your
servants for Jesuso®6 sake. For it is the

® Galatians 1:1% 17 RSV
®bid. 1:16

"Acts 9

®Fee, 1994:372
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who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face® of Christ.o

There is only one way to be convinced abihe reality of Jesus and that is for him to live in
Christian hearts by the reality of his communicative living Spirit. In other words people are
only converted to a relationship with Christ by opening their hearts to the proof of his
continued life by hm being continuously revealed alive awell; giving vision and thought

to the eyes and ears of their hearts.

This is exactly what convinced me to become a follower of Jesus because he became real to
me the moment he filled my inner most being with pgis From the day of my conversion

| have had a living dialoguing relationship with him in the depths of my heart. Post modern
secular people need to fikksus exactly as | diand as Bul and all early post Pentecost
Christians of the first Century it

2. When the church in the Roman province of Galatia went off the aaitsstarted to try to
find other ways of living Christian life, Paul did not write his letter to them trying to
convince them to sort out their lives for themselves. He did not setclourch
programmes that would keep them on track. He did not appeal to things they had
achieved as Christians as the basis for them to try even harder to be faithful Christians.
He did not brow beat them with manipulation and guilt trip strategies. ald! &ppealed
to their experience of the living Christ who worked among them solely on the basis of
revelation knowledge and life. He writes:

fiO foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was
publicly portrayed as crucified2et me ask yownly this: Did you receive the Spirit

by works of the law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun with
the Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh? Did you experience so many things in
vain? i If it really is in vain. bes he who supplies [present continuous tense,
continues to supply] the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works
of the law, or by hearing with faith'?

And this short passage makes t he pantsthem al |
to consider is the basis of their ongoing relationship with J&sug, based on a supernatural
indwelling of the living speaking Spirit of Jesus in their liv@€® fils it based on reaching
performance targets to get God on their side by ddnmgs to please him and win his
favourdCl ear 'y t heir rel ati ons hrévplatimiretigrociod i s

When | had first become a Christian, and upon attending church for a, Whikcame

confused with the many young people who Haekn brought up in the church; they
considered my open declarations that | had met Jesus personally, and that he spoke to me
daily in my heart by his Spirit, as weird or even crazy! It must be said that the church was an

°2 Corinthians 4:8 6 RSV
Y Frost and Hirsch, 2003: 22
" Galatians 3:% 5 RSV
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inter-generational church and thgung people were from second or third generation
Christian families. Some years after joining, and having gone to study at uniMersityned

to the same church and almost 90% of the 70 odd young people that pkegauslyhad

left the church wito faith or experience of God they could speak of. | met up with some of
these young peoplgears laterwho were then married with children of their quahan Alpha
course | was conducting with another friend, #ml still had not experienced the reatain

of Christ through his Spirit.

The point | am driving home here is how different church can become! Consider how far it
can move from thé&lew Testament blue print thakenplifiesthe normal Christian life based
on revelation knowledge.

3. The Paulinespistemology is really based on the whole way he describes the gospel, and

itsd current appear an cbeginning intireteentpreRalestine. o f
He writes:
AOoOf this gospel I was made a miwhichwaser 4

given me by the working of his power. To me, though | am the very least of all the
saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, and to make all men see what is the plan of the mystery hidden fanages
God who created all things; that through the church the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places.
This was according to the eternal purpose, which he has realized in Christ Jesus our
Lord, in whom we have boldness and confidence of access through our faith in

hi nf. o

Up until the appearance of Jesus through incarnation in flesh and, bheodlan of God
remained hidden to the extent that it was only pointed forward to by prophecy wésch
authenticated by the arrival of the reality in Jesus. Jesus is the revelation knowledge of God

brought to Iife in a person rather than on
and breathing in the person of the Son of God. Before his arrivajréag significance of
Christ 1 who is the gospel [the good news]was not under st ood. O

incarnation is God made knownSo the true revelation knowledge of the gospel is not a set
of doctrines or ideas but a person who is living, breathitingnking, feeling and
communicating with other sons and daughters of God through whom Jesus becomes incarnate
in; through his indwelling Spirit. The gospel will always remain hidden as a concept, and it
will always take life when Christian people getrajoside secular people and start to share
what the intimacy of their revelation based relationship with Jesus means to their lives. Post
modern people need to make at least 10 good friends before they will go to church, but they
only need to make one or dwclose Christian friends to discover the way they too can open
their hearts to the revelation of the liberating Saviour for themselves.

Hence the thesis of this dissertation begins with the fundamental statement that Jesus is the only
answer to reachinthe secular/uchurched post modern people of today. He will do so by meeting

2 Ephesians 3:7 12 RSV
13 John 1:14, 18: 14:9

Q

(o))
@
o

ccC



The Lamad Book of Mission

them in their hearts on the basis of developing intimacy with them by his Spirit. Christian people
cannot convert people to gospel concepts and teachings in the secularisiah sitwehat post
modern people want is an experience based on revelation reality. In the first place Christians who live
in revelation intimacy with Jesus wil/ need t
genuine love for all of his craates. No one is easily fooled these daysingenuous Clstian person

who only wants bottomen church seats will be sent away with a few choice words by our secular
friends. They can smell a rat a few feet away in my experience. What thepnepebpk who have
Christds passionat e dte enableethersecsdisdoeenthe Ghrst ot sSopen r
natural revelation.

Moreover, | have been through a number of years of a wilderness experience up until about 2 years
agq when | started toet involved in influencing various churches and their mission outlooks again.

In the lake district thipastspring [April 2007] God gave me a piece of revelation knowledge that he
wished me to move forward into an apostolic style of team based minisiry atyich would lead to

Britain, Europe and the world going through a great revival based on revelation relationship with
Christ the real gospel [the person of good news sent by Gadj.not saying that this will happen
because of me, but | am claimititat God is awakening many people in different contexts to the need
for a flat line apostolic ministry once againwhich basis leadership on the team rather than the
apostle.

It is not the purpose of this chapter to set out all of the things God hastginge as a man being part
of a sent [apostolic team of many thousands] team to reach the secular world. But it is my purpose to
declare that:

AiThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me [ al/l
to preach good news todtpoor, he has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lol
in your Yhearing. 60

In the following chapters | will develop what | have sensed God giving me revelation guidance on for
reaching the wehurched/secular society of today in Britain and even Europe.

| adhere to a belief that the only way to win people for Christ is throughrraipeal revelation of
Christ to the eyes and ears of their hearts.
things means that we need to be clear about the lessons God wants to teach the church about reachir
people. Fundamental to it @i for Christian people who live in revelation intimacy with Jesus to
become incarnate in genuine loving friendships for the long hall with secular people. It is taken as a
given that they must form a relationship with genuine loving sensitive Chrisiena$ before they
will be facilitated by the Spirit of Jestigo explore a revelation based relationship with him. Secular
post modern people are no longer interested in churches in the UK but they are seeking an experiencs
of God. The New Age movements@won many admirers among this vast class of 50% of the British
population. So they are seeking a knowledge of the supernatural world. They want what they see
working for others rather than traditions. Hence let us as Christians take ground back fraemniiie e

QS

“ | uke 4:18, 19, 21b RSV =
' Acts 16:6- 10 o

h e
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The Lamad Book of Mission

by getting along side people where they are rather than trying to get them to come to a church
programme. As they get to |l ove us as friends
church fails because it does not promote families sohmas programmes and schemes to reach
people. People can only be reached if Christian people truly love them with the love of Christ, not
dumping them at the first difficulty or hurdle, but like the hound of heaven they stick closer than glue
to those Chist has died for. Whoever taught us that the church building is the church, or its
programmes? The enemy | believe! No, the church is a biopgaple who love to be together in the
family of God, and they want themmon-Christian friends, however long takes to be part of their
family. Too often the church has dumped the uninteregtechurched peoplavithin minutes of
meeting them or a few days or weeks. Jesus calls us to eternal friendships and eternal commitments t
win the lost to intimacy with him.

This intimacy is based on revelation intimacy ultimately, and it is facilitated through genuine caring
friendships with urchurched people. The prime thesis of this dissertation is that:

fiThe church has always been badiwd inbnmcyt he
with Jesus dwelling in their hearts by his Spirit which communicates with them through

the eyes and ears of their hearts! Mission to the secular world means we need to allow
Christ to first of all become incarnate beside such people as h#wells in us, and
ministers through us to such people, which will in turn lead to them opening their hearts

to_his Spirit as well. Revelation based mission to the secular world is the only way the
gospel wi | | t ake r oot i fornt issfeunded @nrthenp leaving!l e 6 s
revelation intimacy with Jesusby discovery from their Christian friends who they have
relationships with alreadyl

However, the picture in the church today is that on average, various studies have shown, that
Christian people spal about 2 minutes praying per day with 10 minutes reading the Bible. Mostly
this is one way praydrased;asking things of God rather than seeking revelatod dialogue with

him. If we are generous we may say people spend 15 minutes a day prayingaaimgréhe Bibleg

gAOGK tAGGES GAYS aLSyld 2y RS@St2LAy3 Andsay Yl O
people spend 2 hours a week on prayer and devotional readinge®re 168 hours in a week so we

might visualise this in the pie chart bel. Life seems to be defined for the average Christian in the
post modern period doing most things related to secular life through work, leisure and fawitiy

little thought for intimacy with Jesus

Pagé.o
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Spiritual activity Compared to other
Activities

m Spiritual/intimacy
m Other

The new challenge is slowly being realised tha&( S OK dzZNOK X  JngeR to fake@a faf S S (i A

smaller part of the ChristieQa f AFS I Yy R uppe8 ® seg 8vBriRaraa 2f thaiSiveSih
work, leisure and at home as a ministig other words to see themselves as being ministersd

the church as a place to celebrate what has happened in the home migsioh KS G SN¥Y 4

frAadee KIFIa YdzOK (G2 R2 ¢A0K GKS RAaAUAYyOilAzY
ministry and those who have not. Where as in popular traditiaalrchthe pastor is seen as the
professional Christian who is full time at his ,jolb being a professional Christian, and that the lay
YSYGSNI A& LINI GAYS 2y {dzyRF& Y2NYyAy3asz | yR
GKS DNBST (i & oi¥ghiah[is!ubed liblically to speak of thpeople of God who are all

in Biblical terms thought to be full time professional Christians and ministers inodty of Christ
with Christ as the head leading them, empowerirdjganding them by his Sgirwho lives in their
hearts by faithConsider thggraphs below and ask Jesusedwaal by his Spirit how you view yourself
as his full time ministetin the work he has given you to do, and in every life situation.

% Moulton, 1981: 247

0
0
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Full Time Professional Clergy in a Parochie
Setting

All Christians the People of God have a full
time ministry in a Para Church Setting

m100% m100% =100% m 100%
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Chapter 2c Un-churched Pagnts Relive Their Lives through their Children

In the years that | have been involved with ministry to those who do not know Christ | have
RAAO2OSNBR | FdzyRIFYSyidlf LINAYOALI S S6KAOK A& Y
the best for treir children because they +éve their lives through them!

This was not at all obvious to me in the first place, and it was not until | had worked in professional
ministry for a few years that God revealed it to nkiawever, | came to realise that parsrgeek the

very best for their children secretly harbouring the hope that they mgghton forever if they find

God! What a thought; anyway on with the stotywas sent to a church on the east coast of dsnit

by the guidingbody of ourchurch organisatim. When Jenny [my wife] and | arrived we were
shocked to find a church membership which was for the most part made up of members in the age
range 50¢ 90 years old. The congregation was not large, and families with young people and
children were not part bthe picture. The memberghiand attendees made up about 3®ople.

They were all lovely people who were very ready to seek what God wanted them to do to reach
others, and | have so many fond memories, and good friesmiwe still with us and others witthe

Lord.

hdzNJ aakK201¢ s6la y20 GKIG 6S 6SNB dzygAiftAy3a (2
we had come from a lively all age church environment into a situation where an all age balance did
not exist. We did not believe in cadging mesenb from other churches to make up our numbers, and

we have always had a strong sense that we want to reach out in the love of Christ so that everyone
can have the oppdaunity to know the Lord. If our new church family were to be an all age
community it hal to happen by reaching the wrhurched and lost people dowestoft. | must admit

as a young minister | wanted to make my mark as it were. | wanted God to work through me to
RSY2YyAGNIGS + OFff (G2 YAYyAadNR® L Qis addaidhad 2 dz
spent 8 years of my life in the nice comfy walls of an academic environment. During that time | had
completed my ministerial training, had read theology, and now worked with a team looking after the
seminary students, the seminary churadnd two other churches plus a church platitwas all so

easy compared to what | was faced with in my new district.

On the day we arrived and were unpacking our things as the removers drove off | received my first
LIK2YyS OFffd atl NN dRERINREOIZY oL SH2 aTBNIN @2 dzKE T
F2NJ) dza Y& {AadGdSNJKFa 2dzad LI aasSR Fglex yR | a
of explanation at this point, | had never conducted a funeral let alone dealt with grieviniyeslall

on my own before. | had trained as a counsellor, but | had only really dealt with youth and families
2PSNJ £ Saa Syz2d0A2ylf GKAy3aa GKFy | YIFI22N ft23aa
emphasize we were in the process of burying chumembers during our first year rather than
welcoming new babies and new families. And it was in the crucible of the experience of feeling my
ministry was going to be defined by death a fair bit of the time that God taught me how life is
defined by passimp on to others, our children, our families, the best of what we would have ever
wanted for ourselves.

Pagé.g

%




The Lamad Book of Mission

The members certainly wanted to see new life come into the congregation. And God has put the
desire to pass life on to others into each heart. So itctnmne one day as | was worshipping God and
praying for his guidance that parents want to give their children every opportunity for life. God said
to me in so many wordshrough revelation knowledge

oAndrew | want to reach peopli@ this post modern genation through children and young
people. | want them to find me, and | want their families to find me through sharing in the
journey of their young ones as they get to know my love and my salvation

This fitted perfectly with my desire because both Jgramd | genuinely loved ministry to the young,

and the privilege of watchingthe INB 6 Ay SOSNE gl & Ayid2 NBFE L
this was a key to God putting this ministry on our hearts because he had given us genuine love for
this special ag range0 ¢ 18 year oldsSo we found the mission which God had delivered to us for

2dzNJ LI NI Ay GKS 3INRGgOGK 2F KAa OKdIZNOK® L RARyQi

time, but | did grasp that God was going to reach into the familiggeofouth and children God was
going to bring us into relationship with.

Moreover, related to this specific mission was the whole way | was being influenced by the concepts
which were being birthed with regards to ministry to the-cimurched in post moder culture, and

1S 2

GKS @¢2N)] 2F 2Aftt26 [/ NBS] /2YYdzyA (eSS OKIMDKO Fa&l K A

In terms of the United Kingdom it was doubtlessly true to say that people were no longer turned on

by going to church. They perceived thatthe MIOK X A GaQ GSFOKAYy3a FyR I Q]

felt needs of community life [generally speakingls a million miles from where people were at.
And this was primarily affected by two major factors: Firstly, that the church was not speaking a
geruine language of real relational desire to the-ctmurched community. Hence worhurched
people felt that Christians were hypocrites who were only interested in them if they became the
same sort of people as they weraot just by becoming Christians likkemselves, but a certain
brand that fitted the image of the church i.e. middle classfessionals, working classc.. Secondly,

the church up until the early nineties had been very strategic in various kinds of evangelistic
initiatives, which were methotlased, that had been interested in getting new members to fill seats.
Although this is fatoo simplistic as a generalisation here, it nevertheless was the message that
many unchurched and notChristian people had come to expect. For instance this wafrowed

again and again by margolleaguesin ministry who found that people would come to Christian
evangelistic meetings up to a point, but soon stopped attendance because, among other factors, a
trained evangelism team would be interested in them, agdddza 2y GKSY GKAf ai

wé&2dz YIF®d NBYSYOSNI 6KS 322R 2t R aOF YLI A3IyéE RIEH

church service they were widely ignored after, or not nurtured because Christian people widely

consideredhat the job had beerdone by the professionals and they could get on with more normal

church life. Hence genuine love and relationshipene if anything incidental almost by accident

when it came to members forming meaningful relationships with new comers; it was hit asgd mis

and for the most part it was missing the mark badlke Tprofessional evangelistieam left and

went else where because church outreach was seen as agmoge delivered by professional <G

trained people who among other things had been trained how toaathe needs of outsiders; if Fal
g
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you like they were professional friendsalthough | knew many programme driven teams who went
from place to place who had a great love for people, and they were farifigenuous.

Indeed they longed for churches to becorgenuinely mission minded looking out to reach lost
people with the love of Christ, rather than looking They desired to communicate their heart for
people to local church communities but broadly speaking this did not occlRecently | had a
picture d a particular church with most people facing inwards toward each other in the circle with a
few looking out. It was the sense that God was saying to me:

G¢KS OKdIzZNOK (KIFG f221a Ay 2y AGasSt¥T Aa 2yf
want s for the church to learn to look out as well with my eyes and my hefot | did not
02YS G2 KSIt (GKS KSIfGKeéx odzi G2 KSIFf GKS

Although | am thoroughly convinced that this is true, to a large extent the church can be more
interestedinpresek Y3 A G &St I [ vy, khansharingreafve hsildshseammarR&ly G A G

4

G[AGOES / KAftRNBY> &Sa4d | tAGGtS gKAES L Y
y2g L ale (G2 @&2dzZx W2KSNB L 'Y 32 Agikdtoywd dz Ol
that you love one another; even as | have loved you, that you also love one another. By this

Ftt YSy gAff 1y2¢ 0GKIFIG &2dz I NE Y& RA&OALI Sh

So in another sense we are to selflessly serve the needs of tier atithout thought of our own.
CKAA A& GKS KSIENI 2F /KNRAaAGQa f20So . dzi (GKAA
itself, but it is rather to be magnetic in itself in the sense that we give this love to @heh, and

that we share iwith all those that we meet the love of Christ is an attractive force like magnetism

.S80FdzaS WSadzaQ t2¢S 3AFYS y2 GK2dAKGE F2N aSt¥

responded to his love with openness and truBy: loving each other in ghchurch we are like the
creatures of revelation in the sense that they had eyes all arounit tleadsg we look out in every
RANBOGAZ2Y & /KNrAadQa 23S F%I2dher wir6sNB I0zR But t&8 dzNJ
give, rather than tryingd take control and keep things safe and unchanging. This is a massive
challenge. And of course we need to have intimacy with God so that we are continually putting our
selfish desires for a nice comfortable life to death and rather living from a flowlatiarship away

from ourselves, and away from our churchéswards £ f (G K2a$S Ay y@@dR 27T
buildings are no longer the place where church happens effectively!

Returning to the old programme driven dayshink it is clear that what God iasking of us is to

model his love and his friendship to all arousgingbased on our intimacy with him, drby being

filled with the selfless sacrificing love of Jesus through his Spirit. This love poured out in our lives
only works if it continues tddw out, and this means we need intimacy and power from Jesus Christ
through his SpiritSo perhaps it was once true that the professional evangelists were experts aj()
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winning peopleby their passion for bringing them to Jesus, but we must move away freridéa of

the professional lovers and friends of sinners to becoming intimately on fire with a love like that of
/| KNAaiQa 6KAOK O2YSa o0& (K 3ndihe aldswaysBf déingudreach? f &
FYR (GKS dzaS 27 (K 8If dénonsRates tRatlzli NS d dofiaeéd limityWhat Iesus
LA Ol dzNBR (2 KA&A RAAOAL Sa gl a +y 2NHIFIYAO NBIf

1y26 GKIG &82dz I NB Y& RAA&OA LX rBaily spdaiing the admcdptad $  f
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relatively short period of out reachasl T ¥ SOG SR (G KS OKdzZNOK YSYoSNRa
love and relationship with peopl&ven though the campaign days are past we have bought into the
programme driven days which we habeen somewhat thaightlessly borrowed from our north
American cousins; and this to a large extent because we have not thought through the very

T2dzyRFGA2Yy It YFGGSNI 2F NBELFGA2YFE FYR AyOF NyI (i

people®, particularly in Europeapost modern culture

Looking baclover the past 60 years we can see how we have arrived at a point which is very
different in the very real challenges which we now face as a church. In broad terms we cannot
expect people to join churches today because tchurch is not communicating in a radically
different language of Chridike love in a way that people are identifying with. And thiguither
compounded by the massive changeat secularisation hatansformed the way people relat®
society. Brodly speaking in post war Britain [19451959 roughly] Christian religious education in
schools was widely, if not totally, made available to childrédf. course it was still part of basic
school policy into the sixties and seventies as well, but plunagcularism and changes toward a
multicultural society created a new sense of relativity as wadts of Christian worship were
conducted in schooldt is true until the late eighties, but the Sexual revolution of the sixties
transformed the will of sdety away from traditional religious uniformity which was more ritually
based by thenthan relationally basedin post war Britainteachers, if not committed Christians,
paid far more thansimple lip service to religious education tine curriculum becase it was
considered to be a core value of a Christian country. Family life was still well defined by church
attendance, and in many instances bible readings, and nigh¢ forayers with the childrenSo
Christian faith was part of the fabric of the nornralationships which children had with their
teachers, and with their families.

There were two major consequences ofigtenvironment. Firstlythe fundamentals of Christian
belief were taught, and were intelligible to the young and the rising next géioeraf adults who
would enter into the decade of the 1960s, and secondly, these teachings had been attained in the
form of genuine caring human relationshipsvhich meant that they were given real life credibility.

So the post war generatiohad come tounderstand Christian faith in terms & @Q &/ 2 NXY I f A U
human life as a natural part of caring and nurturing relationships. Hence people could respond to
Christian evangelism conducted by various denominations far more readily and naturally than post
modern culture can because of the normative nature of what they had come to in principle accept as
at least theoretically true as a normal part of their life and development. So the information that
explained faith was already intelligible to them, becausdéad been given credibility to them
through genuine human relationships fostered in their families and with their teacheday [2008]

8% of the British population attend church regularly with a further 10% attending sporadically. Thi&)
means that lesshian 20% of the population of the UK have any fandkpectation of tansmited, Fal
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core, traditional values about religious experiences of worship. In post war Britain the expectation
was probably that 70/808% of the families of British population supporteghurch life to lesser or
greater degrees. As only 8% go regularly in the early part of tec@itury we may deduce the
social and cultural transmitted deficit of awareness of being involved in church community life!

And this second point is vital toagp. People do not accept new truths or ideas based on whether
they make sense or npso much as they do becautteey feel right as part of their affirming human
relationships with otherssociety and in their families and friendship groLipsere was distory of

these relationships still in the fabric of the post war families and in the education sySteaourse

the war had disrupted so much of family life, and this had also initiated a destabilisation of peoples
old accepted values and beliefs abdbbd as well, but when people are challenged they can either
seek safety in what gave security in the past as much as seek other ways to reclaim it. To a great
extent post war Britain still sought security in the religion of their fathers. We know thisasasally
challenged particularly in the 1960s with the birth of the so called liberated generation dipes
movement and the explosion of personal and sexual freedom, but this is part of the broader story of
the steps which have led to current pasibdern culture of the late nineties and early®2dentury.

What | really want to draw attention to is the radical difference between post war Britain and
current post modern trends in culture in Britain and Europe.

And this has to do with a fundamentalifierence between urchurched people today and
acculturatedchurched people of the post war period. The majority of people today do not have
Christian education as part airhily life or school life. Thimeans they do not have a memory of the
relational mportance of this to their personal family histories, and neither do they have it as a
normative memory based on the educationally nurturing environments of schools.

This means that childrejgeneration Y, youth, young families or even grand parents @b retain a

positive relational memory of church attendance, church life, and Christian faitikchUrthed

people do not have the fundamentals in place in other words. They do not trust religious institutions
as post war people were more disposed to dodahey do not have any genuine meaningful
relationships with Christian people the volume of relational contacts as a society of yester year
could boast Of course some will have such relationships, but often these relationships are defined
by mutual repect for each othermore than that oneChristian friend or acquaintance makes for

the deficitinthe uROK dzZNODK SR LISNE 2y Qa Yy 2NXIf KdzYly O2ydal O

So this leads to a net result. hurched people need to form genuine relationships with Christian
peoplewhether they become Christians or not. In the first place they need to know that it matters
not to their relationships with Christian people whether they become Christians oftnzdn take a

long time for people to move from the place where they hawed Christian friends to the point
where they might start to explore Christian faith let alone a real relationship with God. Of course
D2RQ& {LANRG Aa AyldAYIFGSte Ay@2t @SR Ay &LISH A
modern people ned to find the face of Chrisn us, mostly, before they will seek the face of Christ
personally for themselves 2 y Qi T2 NHS{G GKSe& |INB FaiAy3a (GKSyYy
love? Can they be trusted? Are they after something from me? Is their BOIf NB | f K€ [ S
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forget that God works through his body the people which make up his chuféhGod values
genuine intimacy and loving relationshipg and guess what, he made us like hing to be in his
image¢ so we need to do the same; and-savedpeople [to coin a phrase] want real love. They will
AYATTF 2dzi I KeLRONRGST FyR Yzadteée L (GNHMzad GKI
known for a whileg because they sense a lack of genuine Chikistlove flowing out of that perso

Of course other factors can make them dislike us not just because we do not love them!

This was not the case in post war Britain to the extent it is the case toBapple were far less
inclined to question motivesOf Course people will always be raitted to Christ when they have
genuine loving affirming relationships with Christian friends, but in post war Britain people had a
strong folk memory of school, state, church and family affirming Christian faith as a normal part of
trusted relationships,which more readily meant that people attended church and received
catechesigrom the leaders thereSo they more readily found a saving relationship with Christ than
is the case for psg modern people. They are faced with far bigger barriers, and fundaatigrthe
biggest is that for the most part an tahurched person needs to make at least ten good Christian
friends before they will attend church, or for that matter seek a relationship with &l

Post modern people want relationships with genuloeing® and caring Christians often a long time
before they will seek God for themselvas even go near a church; in other words we cannot expect
them to come to us, but we need to go out to them every day of our lives. We are each living stones
buildingthe church wherever we are to be foutfdChurch is not about the building and never was,
WSadza alFAR GKFG KS gl yGSR G2 GF1S GKS OKdzNDK
and they in the communities arounthem®. In other words un-churched people test their
relationships with Christians to see they really are genuinenot in a church but in the crucible of

locd communityp ¢ KS& ySSR O2yFARSYOS Kl fiessdoBe. Bddausé f &
the big question of urthurched people today ifand | emphasize itagaid R2 Sa GKA & NBI f
my new friends? Do they really genuinely care for me? Are they after something from me? What if |
R2y Qi 0S02YS fA1S GESYSAAUKSGKEA I d8efidnRsg ghd S K |
does it really work? And this can only be demonstrated techmarched people today by real
Christians really living as Christ lived and behayambming incarnate amongst them through @f
course | am not saying that the Spirit God cannd save people, and draw them to himself!
However, like it or not, post modern people are looking for what works in real life case examples in
their relationships with the people of Christ.

Coming back to the original thesis of this chapter it is througiden and young people that
parents will seek what is genuine by seeing what is really making a difference to their children.
Younger people are far more open to building relationships with people than adfaltsnts want

their children to have more thajust facts that will help their futures they also want them to find
genuine helping and caring relationships which will make for the very best for their loved offspring.
This may happen in a church club, but mostly it needs to happen in our hdrhegwant their
children to really find an eternally loving God even if they a@dcared or to sinful, or to fixed in

1 Corinthians 12

#21 Corinthians 13 and 2 Corinthians 5
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their ways to do it'They accept their children can be safely inquisitive imag that they feel too
uncomfortable in the fist place to beThis may seem to fly in the face of much modern thought
about secular society, but if we approach-cimurched parents in the right way, then we will
certainly be given the chance to inform their children and young people about Christ. Believe it or
not, I know from experience that it igue. In the first place God showeade by experience thait
was true, and showed me that thisase of the way$e wants to reach wehurched societyoday.
At this stage | want to say this book is not about a progranonbe followed, but it is about the
LI aaAz2y 2F D2RQ&a 3INBFG aStFtSaa KSIFENI G2 3IAGS
0S LI NFRAIY AKATFOGAYIZ FYR L Y gNRGAYTI A0 y2i
aKI NB iBsbhiRdad bve Mogside him unselfishlyHe seems to be shifting my paradigiay it
0S a2 Ay WS akead@ ouy next Ghapr WillSeypldre how God took Jenny andr our
next learning experienceniministry ashe taught us how he looks at pelep and how he wants to
transform society through his people. ¥ 02 dzZNES L Y y23G Of FAYAy3
only answer to church growth, | am rather seeking to share the part of his hd#ch he has
revealed to me with those whose heartStJt @ A GK YAYyS dadKAa Aa | 22
Fa ¢Sttt wWSadzaiéeéd L Y y20 oNARGAYy3T GKAA SAGK |y
GKS fAGGHES GKIFIG L KI @S [@ihd & idehke agdfincodgréhenddtoldr a & A
me] might inspire others to move forward in his love for all men and women, boys andygitsg,
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A Comparison Between Post War Britain & Post Modern Britain in terms of shift in terms of Church
Attendees

The chart above give a rough comparison of the percentages of churched compared te un
churched attendees in the post war period and the post modern period. Although this must be
considered notional at best the transformation that has taken place in terms of those who are
churched compared to those who are not represents a rough graphic illustration of the differences Q)
between two epochs in British society in terms of a world view which was once based notionally Fa_l

on a Christian ethos, and a country and culture which identifi¢gkif in these ways to the present >
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post modernism which is multi cultural and multi faith, at least in a notional sen3élose in the
post modern category have 8% regular church attendees, which was 9% in the 1989 church census
period. So 1% have left irhe period 1989¢ 2007 ¢ roughly. 10% sporadically attend when they

feel like it, and a further 20% are disaffected from the church no longer considering its life and

institutions relevant to their lives although such people may notionally call themselvésigtians
in some sensé’®

20

* Brierley, 1991: Whole Book & Vexen Crabtree, 2007: Whole document. The above chart has been derived vi
a number of sources, with some juxtaposition.
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